Step into the sacred embrace of Awaji Island before the Summit begins. In this immersive pre-
tour, you’ll journey into the spiritual and cultural essence of Japan’s creation stories and
uncover the rich interplay of mythology, nature, and harmony.

The pre-tour will begin on the autumnal equinoxes. The Autumn Equinox is an important day
in Japan, a day when ancestors return and we feel the flow of life.

Highlights of the Pre-Tour:
Junkan Village:

The pre-tour will travel to Okayama and Awaji Island. In Okayama, we will visit “Junkan
Village,” a farm run by Yuko and Shiro Yoshihara, who are close friends of Peter Koenig, where
you can feel the deep exchange between humans and nature. For more information about
their ideas and “Junkan Village,” please refer to the website of the workshop they conducted
in Europe last year.

Micro-Bio Fermentation Rice Farm:

Explore a rice farm designed with ancient Japanese wisdom using the principles of chi (58):
Blood (life force): Representing the vitality of natural rice cultivation.

Earth (nature): Reflecting the soil’s fertility and health through sustainable, mindful methods.

Wisdom: Demonstrating generational expertise that fosters a balanced relationship between
humans and the environment.

Iwato Shrine (Ama-no-lwato Jinja):

Visit a shrine deeply connected to the mythology of Amaterasu, the sun goddess revered as
the ancestral deity of Japan. This Shinto shrine is a place of powerful ritual energy, honoring
the cosmic story of how light was withdrawn and later restored to the world. The shrine
serves as a gathering point for reverence, marking humanity’s relationship with divine
harmony.

Heaven’s Lock Gate (Ama-no-lwato):



Journey to the sacred cave where Amaterasu hid herself, casting the world into darkness. The
Heaven’s Lock Gate is a mythic site linked to the moment the gods united — through dance,
strategy, and joy — to restore balance to the world. Standing before this symbolic location, we
are invited to reflect on the significance of coming together in harmony during times of

chaos. This is not a shrine, but the mythic site where the story unfolded—a spot of deep
cosmic resonance on Awaji Island.

Awaji Island Monkey Centre:

Observe macaques in their natural habitat and immerse yourself in lessons of social harmony,
power dynamics, and the delicate interplay between dominance and cooperation. The center
offers profound metaphorical insight into how humanity evolves in harmony—or discord—
with nature.

? Investment: ¥220,000 (includes accommodation, transport, and all meals)

Note: Space is limited. Book early to secure your place.



After the Summit of Summits, deepen your connection to divine creation by visiting
Yakushima Island, known as Japan’s “Living Eden.” Here, we’ll step into an ancient world of
timeless cedar groves where the gods’ breath still lingers.

Highlights of the Post-Tour:

The Yakusugi Cedars — Living Kami:

Wander through forests of millennia-old trees, each a quiet witness to the evolution of nature

and humanity. Encounter the renowned Jomon Sugi, estimated to be 5,000 years old—a living
symbol of continuity and endurance.

Shinto Reflections - Liminal Spaces Between Heaven and Earth:

Experience the misty tranquility of Yakushima’s sacred forests, a liminal realm where divine
energy flows freely between Takamagahara (heaven) and the human world below.

Nature’s Harmony - A Vision of Forever:

Feel the deep connection between Shinto belief and ecology. These ancient woods are both a
sanctuary and teacher, offering lessons in patience, evolution, and resilience.

? Investment: ¥440,000 (includes accommodation, transport, and all meals)



